TU Dublin Programme for Students Learning With Communities 

Online Award Event 2020 – full details of award winners. 
The award-winning Programme for Students Learning With Communities supports staff, students and community partners to engage in community-engaged learning and research (also known as service-learning, community-based research, or Science Shop) across TU Dublin City Centre campus. While Covid-19 has had an impact on many of this year’s collaborative projects, and individually on students, lecturers and community partners, it also highlights the urgency and the value of collaboration to address societal challenges.
Students Learning With Communities involves TU Dublin City Campus staff and/or students collaborating with underserved community partners (local groups, not-for-profit organisations, charities etc) to develop real-life projects for mutual benefit, in response to community questions or ideas. Learning comes alive for the students as they work on these projects with community partners, developing professional transferable skills, and enhancing their understanding of their specialist subject skills and of the community they work with. Students receive course credits for their work, as these projects are embedded into their studies. Community partners become part of the teaching process through the collaboration, contributing their knowledge and expertise, and increasing the relevance of TU Dublin research and programmes of study. The processes and outcomes of the collaborative projects are designed to further the community's goals. These projects give all participants the opportunity to engage in critical thinking, and ultimately aim to energise participants to work for social change.
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The Programme has supported projects involving over 12,000 students in collaboration with well over 100 Community Partners, since it started in 2008. Approximately 1 in 3 TU Dublin City Centre undergraduate programmes offer students opportunities to become involved in collaborative projects with communities. 

	


Each year we invite all lecturers running or supervising community-engaged learning or research projects to select a student or group of students from each module to receive an award for their work. We ask the lecturers because of their focus on the students’ academic work and direct collaboration with the community partner. Lecturers are also invited to select a community partner to receive an award. Some lecturers choose to give the whole class group a certificate of participation, others prefer to select an outstanding individual or small team to receive an award. Some lecturers choose not to select any students, for example if the projects aren’t finished by the time of the awards, or if they feel there are many students at the same level, and similarly some lecturers are working with several community partners and don’t feel they can commend just one. This year has been particularly challenging due to Covid 19, which meant that many semester 2 projects had to be amended or redesigned, which impacted on students, lecturers, and community partners – and our community partners in particular faced other significant challenges due to the virus in their daily work. So while these awards give a flavour of the kind of work happening across TU Dublin under the banner of Students Learning With Communities, not every project that took place this year is represented here today. 
The following students and community partners are receiving awards virtually today: 
3rd year students on the B.Sc. in Sports and Leisure Management worked with Quarryvale Community and Leisure Centre to evaluate the centre, and develop recommendations on key themes for a more sustainable approach to facility operation and management. 
Lecturer Catherine Gorman has selected the class group to receive a certificate of participation for their enthusiasm and interest in providing real solutions to Quarryvale and South Dublin County Council for more sustainable operations and management. 

Catherine has also selected Niamh Farrell, Manager of Quarryvale Community and Youth Centre, to receive an award for her enthusiastic support and interest in facilitating this collaborative project with TU Dublin in extraordinary times.

__________________________________________________________

2nd year students on the BA (Hons) in Social Care worked with four community partners this year on their Working with Communities module. They worked with Alone; Eve Tuiscint; Solas; and Core youth service. Students worked in small groups to develop useful resources for service users. 
Their lecturer Carmel Gallagher has asked for the whole class to receive certificates for their good group spirit
3rd year students on the BSc (Hons) in Business and Management worked with a range of charities in Dublin as part of their New Venture Creation module to devise and run innovative fundraising events. 
Lecturer Thomas Cooney has selected a small team of students to receive an award for their outstanding teamwork on this project. 
The students are Sarahjane Staunton and Caoimhe Prendergast
Four groups of fourth year students on the BSc (Hons) in Marketing undertook digital marketing projects with a range of community partners, on their Marketing Analysis module. They worked with SCOOP Foundation, Heart Foundation Ireland, Friends of the Elderly, and Action Aid. Lecturer Donncha Ryan has selected the four groups to receive certificates of participation for their excellent collaborative work, as they worked to raise awareness of the community partners through digital marketing campaigns. 
Donncha has also selected Karen Regan from SCOOP Foundation to receive an award for her dedication to collaborative working with TU Dublin students and staff. 
Two different community engaged research projects ran this year on the BSc (Hons) in Product Design. 
3rd year students taking the design options module engaged with Enable Ireland (Sandyford) assistive technology users to develop or improve designs that assist with everyday living. Lecturer Bernard Timmins has selected a pair of students to receive an award for their outstanding teamwork. The students are Fiachra Behan Halpin and James Twomey.

Bernard has also selected Jason O'Reilly and Padhraic Dormer from Enable Ireland Service Sandyford to receive an award for their dedication to collaborative working with TU Dublin students and staff. 

2nd year students taking the Creative Design Studio 4 module worked with PACE Social Enterprise to improve the sustainability of PACE. Student projects included the design of new products that PACE workers could make and sell, and the redesign of a mobile coffee cart. Lecturers Pearl O’Rourke and Ceri Almrott have selected the whole class to receive certificates of participation for their project excellence. 
Pearl and Ceri have also selected Maggie Clune of PACE to receive an award for her enthusiastic Support for this project.  

_____________________

3rd year B Eng (Hons) Manufacturing Engineering students worked with Bridge to design retrofit kits to turn bikes into businesses which could be fitted and used by those availing of Bridge’s Bicycle Mechanic Training programme. Lecturers Brendan Kennedy, Isabelle Killane and Rosarie McCloskey have selected the whole class group to receive a certificate for their good class spirit in participation on the project, on their Design and Teambuilding module. 
The lecturers have also selected Maeve Hartnett and Denise Todd Goudie from Bridge to receive an award for their enthusiastic support for this project. 

_____________________________
First year students on the BSc (Hons) in Electrical Services & Energy Management as part of their Professional Engineering Skills module work in small groups to created a video for primary school students to help them understand the role of energy in our society as well as provide them with practical tips they can use to help with energy consumption, in partnership with CLiC News. Lecturer Leslie Shoemaker has selected a group of students to receive an award for effective collaboration as a team. 
The students are Eoghan Byrne, Conor O’Hora, and Scott Sherwin. 
_________________________

Leslie runs a similar project with second year students on the B Eng Tech in Electrical Services Engineering for their Professional Development 2 module where students create a short video for primary school students to demonstrate how to create an engineering experiment out of household items, to show how engineering is everywhere, in collaboration with CLiC News.
Leslie has selected Jason Pritchard and Sheevoughn Gammad to receive an award for exceptional teamwork on this project. 
__________________________________

Leslie ran a similar project with 2nd year students on the Higher Certificate in Electrical Services Engineering, on the Professional Development and Key Skills module.

Leslie has selected a group of students to receive an award for Successful Project Production Management: Patrick Martin, Luke Morrin and Colm Murphy. 
This class group is split in two for this module, and on the other half of the module, lecturers Marc Gerard Gallagher and Declan Mulroy selected two students, Patrick Mason and John Sweeny, to receive an award for the most innovative approach to researching, designing, crafting and delivering a simple child-friendly scientific demonstration to illustrate a scientific /technical principle. 
___________________________

Students on a number of modules undertake related projects to create, develop and execute fundraiser events to raise money and awareness for the charity Wells for Zoe, supervised by Leslie Shoemaker:  
Leslie has selected a group of first year students on the Common Engineering Programme in the School of Electrical and Electronic Engineering taking the Professional Development 1 module to receive an award as the best team for community engagement. 
The students are: Eamon McCormick, Eoin McGuirk, Conor Brown, David Ohu, Jordan Holmes and Ozzie Izedomwn

___________________________________________________________________
Leslie has chosen first year students on the BSc (Hons) in Computer Science taking the Communications and Personal Development module to receive an award for the most innovative team concept on their fundraiser project. 
The students are: Ben McCormack, Jade Higgins, John Quinless, Aaron Healy and Andreas Natvik. 

_____________________________________________________________________

Leslie has chosen first year students on the BSc (Hons) in Computer Science (Infrastructure) as part of their Communications and Personal Development module to receive an award for effective project management on their fundraiser. 
The students are: Michael Hunter, Alan Byju, Adam Moen, Shahjah Riaz, Saul Henessey and Saul Burgess. 
_____________________________

First year students on BSc (Hons) Forensic and Environmental Chemistry and BSc (Hons) Chemical Sciences with Medicinal Chemistry taking the Career Development and IT module, worked in small groups to create a video for primary school students to demonstrate how to create a science experiment out of household items to show how science is everywhere, in collaboration with Clic News. 

Leslie has selected one group from the class to receive an award for the successful team development. The students are: Sam King, Veerapat Pitakpoolsin and Pamela Pontanosa. 
Lecturers Vanessa Murphy, Patricia Ennis and Claire McDonnell deliver the Professional Practice module to 2nd year students on the BSc (Ord) in Medicinal Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Science. Students worked in groups to research and prepare interactive scientific demonstrations and activities suitable for 5th & 6th class primary school pupils, in collaboration with Presentation Primary School Warrenmount and An Siol Community Development Project. 
The lecturers have selected the whole class group of students to receive a certificate of participation for their excellent collaborative work with the community partners. 
________________________________________________________________

2nd year students on the BSc (Ord) in Biosciences taking the Scientific Communication and Dissemination module worked with local Primary Schools and the Access & Civic Engagement Office to develop resources and interactive activities on Biology topics aimed at engaging Primary School pupils.
Lecturers Leanne Harris and Marcus Maher have selected the whole class to receive a certificate for their good class spirit in participation on the project. 
__________________________

3rd year students on the BSc (Hons) in Human Nutrition and Dietetics worked with HAIL, FOCUS PETE project, Men's Health Forum, Aosog, and TU Dublin Access and Civic Engagement Office on their Advanced Dietetic Practice module to collaborate with community groups to identify nutrition issues and address these issues together. 

Lecturers Sheila Sugrue and Suzanne Doyle have selected the whole class to receive a certificate for their excellent collaborative work. 
_____________________________________
One fourth year student on the BSc (Hons) Food Innovation undertook her research project with St Paul’s Secondary School, Brunswick St, to introduce first year secondary school students to the concept of the scientific process and healthy eating habits by using food-based experiments.
Lecturer Barry Ryan has selected the student, Olwyn Bourke, to receive an award for her excellent commitment to collaboration on the project.
Barry has also selected the community partner, Sarah O'Brien, on behalf of St Pauls Secondary School (The Brunner) to receive an award for enthusiastic support for this project. 
__________________________________________ 
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