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Dear Students and Apprentices,
 
I want to take this opportunity to wish you a Happy New Year and provide a quick update
about Semester Two.
 
Teaching for students will commence from Monday, 24 January 2022, with as much on-
campus activity planned as last semester. However, as before, we will keep a close eye on
national public health advice and promptly communicate any changes to students. You
can access your timetable for Semester Two here.
 
Face-Coverings
Staff, students and apprentices must wear a face-covering in all indoor spaces on campus,
including common student areas, lecture halls, libraries, labs, studios, kitchens, locker
rooms, workshops, and gyms. The only time you are permitted to remove your mask is to
eat and drink. If any student or apprentice refuses to wear a face-covering and cannot
produce a medical exemption letter, disciplinary procedures will be invoked. 
 
Antigen Tests
The University will shortly receive tests for students, and we will let you know how to
access these in the coming weeks.
 
Student Services and Well-Being
The full range of student information and support services will be available, including our
Student Health Centres, Counselling Services, Sports, Societies, Disability Support Services,
Academic Writing Centre, Careers Development Centre, and our Student Information
Desks.
 
Libraries
Our libraries are open, with quick browsing slots and bookable study spaces and PCs to
adhere to public health guidelines. For more information, visit your local library website.
 
Dining on Campus
Canteens, coffee shops and dining areas will be fully operational next Monday. Please
remember that eating or drinking is not permitted outside designated dining spaces on
campus, and disciplinary procedures for those that do not comply will be invoked.
 
COVID-19 Public Health Advice
 
Finally, please make sure to stay informed as to the most current HSE advice as it
continues to change for those with a positive PCR result or a positive antigen test. The
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advice for close contacts also varies depending on your situation, so please check the HSE
website for the most up to date details.  Irrespective, if you're experiencing any cold or
flu-like symptoms, the HSE advice is to remain at home, even if you have completed
your COVID-19 vaccinations, had a booster, or had a positive PCR test result in the past.
 
Finally, if you have not received a COVID-19 vaccine or booster, we would encourage you
to register for an appointment as soon as possible – to protect yourself and those around
you. There are walk-in clinics in several locations across Dublin, and many local pharmacies
are also offering appointments.
 
Wishing you the very best this semester,
 
Dr Mary Meaney,
Registrar and Deputy President
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