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	Area
	Document Information

	Author
	Frances Madden

	Owner
	Dr Dympna O’Sullivan, Vice President, Research & Innovation

	UET Sponsor
	Dr Dympna O’Sullivan, Vice President, Research & Innovation

	Reference number
	

	Version
	1.0

	Status
	For approval

	Pre-approval Body/Bodies
	R&I Academy, UET, ARC, GB

	Approved by 
	Governing Body (GB)

	Approval date
	17th June 2026

	Next review date
	(max allowed is 3 years from 1st approval)

	Document Classification
	Public




[bookmark: _Toc68686768][bookmark: _Toc193263661]2. Introduction / Context
Technological University Dublin is committed to ensuring equitable access to scholarly information for all, irrespective of location or technological or financial means and preserving the intellectual output of the institution.
This policy is heavily based on a model policy developed as part of the Scoir project, which is funded by the National Open Research Fund from 2023-2025. 
[bookmark: _Toc68686769][bookmark: _Toc193263662]3. Purpose
This policy facilitates the public benefit of open dissemination of research publications produced by TU Dublin, in particular public funded research publications, and aims to maximise the reach of the work of our staff and students. 
This policy is aligned with the University’s Strategic Intent 2030, the National Action Plan for Open Research, a key pillar of which is open access to all research publications by 2030  and the UNESCO Recommendations on Open Science. It also aligns with Plan S, European Union’s Open Science Policy and Horizon Europe’s provisions on Open Science.
[bookmark: _Toc68686770][bookmark: _Toc193263663]4. Scope
This policy applies to all research publications produced by research personnel within TU Dublin, including full time staff, post-doctoral researchers, adjunct, emeritus/emerita, visiting and contract personnel and research students officially engaged in research work at the university and undertaking any research activity in TU Dublin’s name. 
This policy applies to all research publications produced in academic, educational, innovation, intellectual, research, scholarly, scientific, technical, or other similar, contexts in TU Dublin, including, but not limited to, journal articles, conference papers, books, book chapters and reports, while recognising that open access publication routes are more established within some research disciplines than others and for certain publication types.
This policy does not apply to artistic, literary or other work not intended to constitute a research publication. 
[bookmark: _Toc68686771][bookmark: _Toc193263664]5. Definitions 
Author Accepted Manuscript (AAM)
The version of the manuscript that contains the academically final text, but not yet the typesetting and formatting from the publisher. For scholarly articles in journals, this is the text after changes in response to peer-review but before the publisher's typesetting and formatting has been applied.  It may otherwise be known as the ‘author manuscript’, ‘final author version’ or ‘post-print’. For chapters, this is the version of the manuscript that has been agreed for publication.
Copyright
A rights regime that grants exclusive rights to creators of original works, including literary, artistic, musical, and other creative expressions, allowing them to control how their works are used and distributed.
CRIS
A current research information system (CRIS) is a system to store, manage and exchange data about research activity conducted by a research organisation. TU Dublin’s CRIS is PURE. 
Creative Commons (CC) licences
A set of open licensing that grants rights under certain conditions and requirements, depending on the elements of each licence.
Diamond Open Access
The publisher provides immediate Open Access to the final published version of a publication on the publisher’s website, but there is no fee for publishing. Diamond open access publications are often supported by organisations, institutions, or other initiatives. 
Gold Open Access
Gold open access means the version of record of a publication is made openly available on the journal or publisher’s website. Some OA journals require authors to pay an Article Processing Charge or similar fee. The article is usually made available under a Creative Commons licence which facilitates reuse.
Green Open Access
Green open access is also known as ‘self-archiving'.  Authors deposit the author accepted manuscript of their publication in an institutional or subject repository in parallel with conventional publication. Publishers sometimes require an embargo period before the file can be made accessible to the public. 
Hybrid Open Access
Hybrid open-access refers to journals and books. A hybrid journal is a subscription journal in which some of the articles are open access, typically requiring the payment of a publication fee to the publisher in order to publish an article open access, in addition to the continued payment of subscriptions to access all other content. A hybrid book is a subscription title in which some chapters are open access, typically requiring the payment of a publication fee. 
Institutional repository
An institutional open repository collects, preserves and disseminates the research outputs of an institution. TU Dublin’s repository is ARROW@TU Dublin. 
Read-and-publish agreement
This is an agreement between the university and a publisher, where the University pays an annual fee that covers both the cost of subscription to the publisher’s journals (‘read’) and the cost of publishing Gold and Hybrid Open Access in these journals (‘publish’). This means that publishing Open Access in journals covered by such an agreement does not incur extra cost because these costs have already been paid for as part of the annual fee your library pays under the agreement. Read-and-publish agreements are negotiated by IReL on behalf of a consortium of Irish HEIs.
Version of Record (VoR)
The published ‘version of record’ is usually a PDF that has undergone typesetting and has the publisher’s branding on it. 
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[bookmark: _Toc68686773][bookmark: _Toc193263666]6.1 Policy Overview
The policy outlines the requirements for the university and for researchers at the university with respect to making their research publications open access. Unless certain limited exceptions are met, all researchers are required to make all of their research publications open access and ensure a copy is deposited in the institutional open repository, currently ARROW@TU Dublin.
[bookmark: _Toc68686774][bookmark: _Toc193263667]6.2 Policy Details
TU Dublin endorses the National Action Plan for Open Research and requires 100% open access to research publications by 2030. TU Dublin encourages all researchers to actively support and pursue open access initiatives and conduct open practices.
TU Dublin provides an environment to support its researchers making all of their research publications openly accessible through the institutional open repository (Green open access publishing), read and publish agreements, provision and support for Diamond OA publishing. 
TU Dublin will adopt workflows that respect researchers’ autonomy and institutional intellectual property rights (as stated in the university’s intellectual property policy). These workflows will ensure that, at the latest, as soon as possible following acceptance for publication, an appropriate version of a research publication, such as an author’s accepted manuscript or a version of record, will be made available in the institutional open repository with a Creative Commons licence or other suitable open public licence. These workflows operate outside the scope of existing copyright legislation. They ensure the version of the research publication published is not the version published by the publishers, unless they have provided a licence to the author for such publication and thus does not infringe publishers’ copyrights. 
TU Dublin will, however, provide for appropriate exceptions and limitations to researchers’ obligation with respect to this policy.
TU Dublin will ensure that the obligation to make a research publication available does not apply where publication is precluded by another legal rule (such as national security or the GDPR), and it will acknowledge that an imperative reason of overriding public interest (such as, for example, academic freedom, the legitimate academic interests of the author, or the exceptional nature of a significant and substantial research publication) may permit the making available of the research publication to be postponed, but only for so long as is strictly necessary to satisfy that public interest. 
It will be for the Vice-President for Research & Innovation to determine whether such an interest has been established, and for how long any postponement should apply.
The university will monitor and measure compliance with this policy regularly. 
The university’s platforms are developed and supported to align with the National Action Plan for Open Research and international best practices for open research. Through the implementation of standardised methods and protocols, standardised metadata is ensured for inclusion in global indexing and discovery systems, such as OpenAIRE.
All researchers at TU Dublin are required to make their research publications immediately available open access without embargo via Green, Gold (including hybrid), or Diamond open access routes unless an exception as described above applies. Regardless of the chosen route, the author's accepted manuscript or version of record of a publication must be deposited in the institutional open repository as soon as possible following acceptance for publication unless a postponement described above applies. 
Authors must include a statement on any publications explaining how other researchers can access any data, original software or materials underpinning the research, even where no data is associated with the publication.
This policy upholds the freedom of researchers to publish wherever they deem most appropriate while promoting the transition to open access publishing.
[bookmark: _Toc68686775][bookmark: _Toc193263668]6.3 Approval process
This policy will be reviewed and approved by the Research & Innovation Academy in the first instance. It will be subsequently approved by the University’s Executive Team and Governing Body.
[bookmark: _Toc68686776][bookmark: _Toc193263669]6.4 Change Process
This policy will be reviewed every three years and can be updated in light of changes in the landscape of open access publishing and in line with updates to the National Action Plan for Open Research. 
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The university offers a range of support services to enable researchers to make their work open access. These include: 
· the institutional open repository, currently ARROW@TU Dublin, providing a Green route to open access publishing
· the CRIS system, PURE
· access to IReL read and publish agreements, 
· access to Diamond Open Access journals such as those published by TU Dublin
Other relevant resources include: 
· National Action Plan for Open Research
· Plan S
· UNESCO Recommendations on Open Science
Related TU Dublin Policies
· Intellectual Property Policy
· Authorship and Publication Policy
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Include any back up or reference information here. This section is also to include the outcome / findings from the Equality Impact Assessment
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	VERSION NUMBER
	VERSION DESCRIPTION / 
CHANGES MADE
	AUTHOR
	DATE

	1.0
	First draft for discussion at R&I Academy
	Frances Madden
	05/02/2025
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	VERSION NUMBER
	APPROVAL DATE
	APPROVED BY (NAME AND ROLE)

	1.0
	20/02/2025
	R&I Academy

	1.0
	17th June 2026
	Governing Body
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Dr Dympna O’Sullivan, Vice President, Research & Innovation

[bookmark: _Toc68686784][bookmark: _Toc193263676]10.4 Document Review 
It will be reviewed every three years. 
[bookmark: _Toc68686785][bookmark: _Toc193263677]10.5 Document Storage
List the file location for the latest revision and where in the TU Dublin CMS this is available.
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Public
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