
Technology Enhanced Teaching and 
Learning (online and face-to-face)

Avoiding Pecksniffian Pupillage…

Kirk McCormack
Programme Chair of BSc (Hons) Architectural Technology
TU Dublin











1664
John Evelyn’s
“Account”

But how much did it 
cost to “train” as an 
architect?

1842
Whittock’s
“Parents 
Guide”



£1,500 in 1850’s 
money!



But…



£1,920,000 in today’s 
money!

(see calculations below)
http://longform.ie/how-much-did-it-cost-to-train-as-an-architect-in-the-1800s/
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Teaching and learning timeline

Significant progress has been made in the use of VLE's 
and remote teaching and learning approaches used on 
the  Architectural Technology programme at TU Dublin.

We have also made a leap forward in our thinking around 
ideas of technology-enhanced teaching that will aid 
remote learning and alternative routes to qualification, 
like modern apprenticeships



Significant progress has been made in the use of VLE's 
and remote teaching and learning approaches used on 
the  Architectural Technology programme at TU Dublin.

TU831 AT Programme is now embracing 
full constructive alignment of learning, 
assessment, and teaching. From delivery of 
lectures and tutorials through to 
assessment of project work using rubrics 
and feedback.

We have also have highly refined 
engagement tracking…



We have also made a leap forward in our thinking around ideas of 
technology-enhanced teaching that will aid remote learning and 
alternative routes to qualification, like modern apprenticeships

Examples of these evergreen assets include Matterport 
scans as virtual site visits allowing students to explore 
the real sequence of construction in a very deep way.

Key to this is the use of very high quality 
"evergreen" teaching assets both on the 
ground in the classroom and online as 
virtual design and construction digital tools 
and softwares.

These tools include using digital models as 
true teaching aids rather than as just 
elements of a design process i.e. The act of 
modelling is a separate learning outcome to 
using a model to explore ideas of 
architectural technology and science.



We have also made a leap forward in our thinking around ideas of 
technology-enhanced teaching that will aid remote learning and 
alternative routes to qualification, like modern apprenticeships

Using pre-made digital models as "sandboxes" for 
students to explore building technology.
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We have also made a leap forward in our thinking around ideas of 
technology-enhanced teaching that will aid remote learning and 
alternative routes to qualification, like modern apprenticeships

Using pre-made digital models as "mechano-sets" for 
students to understand building technology and science.



BUT… When 
students are in 
the studio 
environment the 
experience must 
be as high 
quality and 
focused as 
possible

Architectural 
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