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Stage 1
The platform structure is first put in
place with the trusses fixed to the legs

Stage 3
The arch is raised into position by using 
lifts and crank systems.

Stage 2
The arch is then attached to the platform
by the hinges at the base.

Stage 4
The ductwork and the floor panels are 
then installed.

Stage  5
When a half arch is complete, it is fixed onto another half arch by a cast aluminium chord 
fixing to complete a section of the pavilion. This process is repeated to complete the 
remaining sections of the pavilion. The 2 base hinges on either side of the arch and the 
pin fixing at the top complete the 3 pinned joint which is the main structure of the pavilion.

The IBM Travelling Pavilion lies among one of Peter 
Rice’s accomplishments such as the Sydney Opera 
House, Lloyds building and the Pompidou Centre. 
The pavilion was designed to maximise functionali-
ty and portability while maintaining a simple design. 
This was achieved by prefabricating the various el-
ements of the building to minimise onsite assembly 
and using repetitive bays to minimise simplify the de-
sign. The structure was a series of 3 pin arches that 
were bolted to the floor of the building. There is also a 
set of outer arches fixing the poly carbonate pyramids 
back to the inner frame. Polycarbonate was used 
as the main cladding element but also structurally.
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This is the finished product of the MoMI pa-
vilion. It has a fabric finish compared to the 
polycarbonate finish on the IBM pavilion.
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