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Peter Rice fi rst visited the site of 
Kansai International Airport together 
with Renzo Piano and Noriaki Okabe 
in September 1988. By then the 
island’s 11 kilometre bounding walls 
were largely in place, revealing the 
size and shape to the three men sitting 
in the boat, where the island had yet 
to apper. Lingering traces of the form 
of the waves and the glistening of the 
sun on the water might perhaps be 
detected in the fi nal building. Sadly, 
Rice died tragically in 1992 at the peak 
of his career aged 57. Kansai Airport 
was his last project but unfortunately 
he did not get to see it to completion 
as the airport was completed 
and opened to public in 1994.
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