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Air conditioning ductwork in ductile iron truss

Exploded sketches of truss and leaves connection

3D sketch detail of roof and ground floor detail

The Menil Collection is situated in Houston, Texas, USA. It is an art gallery designed 
by Renzo Piano and Peter Rice. The idea for this gallery came from Dominique and 
John De Menil. In the collection are over 10,000 works of ancient African and mod-
ern surrealist art. The building is 121.92m long and 42.67m in width. The pavillion is 
2800sqm of gallery and public space. The building comprises of a basic steel struc-
ture with timber infill cladding panels as walls. The ductile iron trusses are attatched 
to large white fins, known as ‘leaves’. These leaves are made from ferrocement. 
There are UV resistant glass panels on the roof on top of the trusses to protect the 
collection from the rays. The building follows the low lines of  the surrounding houses 
in order to keep with the De Menil’s idea of having a domestic feel to the building. 
The timber infills are made with grey cypress timber in order to help the building 
blend into the surroundings as it matched the colours of the neighbouring houses. 

Section through building
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Sketch showing direct sunlight being reflected by the leaves into the gallery

3D sketch showing roof construction


