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“To Touch the Earth Lightly”

To Touch the Earth Lightly means to 
treat the land with grace and dignity, a 
simple concept that can be lost and 
forgotten in the construction of a 
building. To push forth this concept, 
structure and form must be considered 
together. A lightweight structure so as 
not to damage the land with hnot to damage the land with heavy 
foundations, to minimise points of 

contact with the ground and allow the 
land to fall away from the building.
Speaking on Glen Murcutt, the Pritzker 

jury described his work as a,
“testament that aesthetics and ecology 
can work together to bring harmony to 
man’s intrusion in the environment” 



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”

Glenn Murcutt, lived 
by gracing the land 
with elegent buildings, 
undercrofts and open 
buildings to let nature 
be with building while 
harming it as little as 

possiblepossible

Sean O’Casey 
community centre sees 
a clever interaction 
between a high 

density high rise and 
intimate garden 

spaces



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”

A reading from E.M. Forester’s, ‘A Room with a 
green view; says, “the emotional importance of 
the nature of the view from our windows is only 
now understood. Even though we won’t stare 
out the window very long, the short periods of 
green & blue scenes make us feel good. 



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”

A reading from Italo Calvino’s, ‘Six Memos for 
the Next Millennium’ says, “the idea of the 
world as composed of weightless atoms is 
striking just because we known the weight of 
things so well. So, too we would be unable to 
appreicate the lightness of language if we 
could not appreciate language that has some 
weight to iweight to it” - “Lightness for me goes with 
precision and determination, not with 

vagueness and the hap-hazard. Paul Valéry 
said:(One should be light like a bird, and not 

liek a feather).”



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”

Drawings that quickly 
became the driver for the 
project, pushing for a light 
building that starts at ‘one 
strong support’. I wanted to 
use this as a metaphor for 
the care centre itself, 
especially the mental especially the mental 

health aspect to the brief, a 
space to feel safe and 

protectd in.



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”

Finally, to look at Marcel Breuer and his 
invention of heavy lightness. Marcel evokes the 
thought of how could an architect who had 

made the purist of lightness the essence of his 
design aspirations become one of the great 
form-givers of the aesthetics of weightiness?



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”

Ground Floor Plan 1:100

Schedule of Accommodation

Public Area

Group 2 Treatment/Consulting Rooms



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”

First Floor Plan 1:100

Schedule of Accommodation

Group 1 Treatment/Consulting Rooms
Group 1 Support Rooms
Group 2 Support Rooms
Building Facilities 



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”

Second Floor Plan 1:100

Schedule of Accommodation

Group 3 GP Facilities
Administration

Administration Support Rooms
Staff Facilities



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”

Third Floor Plan 1:100

Schedule of Accommodation

Gymnasium



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”

Third Floor Plan 1:100



“To Touch the Earth 

Lightly”
Ground Floor Plan 1:500



“To Touch the Earth 

Lightly”
First Floor Plan 1:500



“To Touch the Earth 

Lightly”
Second Floor Plan 1:500



“To Touch the Earth 

Lightly”
Third Floor Plan 1:500



“To Touch the Earth 

Lightly”
Roof Plan 1:500



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”
North South Section Looking West

1:200



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”
North South Elevation Looking West

1:200



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”
Materials Elevation

1:200
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Elevation Collage



Flora & Fauna Analysis



1:250 Topography Model



Building Model



Initial Sketches



Initial Sketches



Air Scheme Draft



Light Scheme Draft



Double Skin Facade



Sun Path Site Plan



Light Strategy



Air Strategy



Water Strategy



“To Touch the Earth Lightly”
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The exploration of a topic such as this 
proved to be difficult, there were many 
deadends met and other issues such as 
if a building like this could work in the 
Irish climate. Murcutt famously only 

worked in Australia and he mastered his 
craft there so to translate a scheme like 
ththat to a new environment can be 

challenging. 
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