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Scholarly Publication Drafting your manuscript - Ref: 2024 Sage Publications

Once you have decided how and where to publish your research, it is time to draft your manuscript and prepare it for submission. When drafting a manuscript for publication as part of a conference or journal, it is important to follow the submission instructions set out in that journal. Format and style vary considerably, even within fields.

Use the ICAT Word Template: 5000 words preferable not including References
Note: All submissions must be in MS Word Format

Do's and don'ts when drafting a manuscript. The following activity provides a summary of these best practices, along with corresponding irresponsible practices to avoid.

Abstract - 1 Page – 250 – 500 words

You should: Provide a brief and accurate summary of the findings to allow others to assess whether they should read the full article. Be aware of the word limit or expected structure required by the journal. 

You should not: Make claims in the abstract that are not supported by the research. You should also be careful to avoid 'hyping' (exaggerating) the importance of the findings.

Keywords - Bottom of Abstract

You should: Include words or phrases that best characterise the article to allow others to find the publication more easily in electronic databases. 

You should not: Include words or phrases that do not pertain to the article to make it seem more important.

Section 1: Introduction Title 

You should: As briefly as possible, and in understandable terms, describe the content of the article.


Section 2: Literature Review: 

You should: weave a narrative around the relevant literature surrounding your subject area. Include references (Harvard Style) to augment your research argument and point out gaps where your research will endeavor to fill.

You should not: Just do a review of selected academic papers.

Section 3: Methodology and Research Methods

You should: Select a research methodology and justify your reason for it's selection using academic references. You should describe the research methods you have chosen to use making sure they are compatible with the chosen research methodology.

You should not: list our methods without referencing them back to a research methodology.

Section 4: Results and Findings

You should: Include a complete summary of what you discovered. It is best to write this almost like a story describing what you discovered and how/if this then influenced the next part of your experiment(s). 

You should not: Leave out findings that are essential for understanding your work or that might contradict the conclusions you are drawing.

Section 5: Discussion

You should: Explain your results and how these fit into the wider literature that you mentioned in your introduction/background section. You should describe how your results might affect industry or academia.

You should not: Be biased or try to extrapolate to conclusions or ideas that are not supported by your data (as discussed in the module on interpretation). It is often acceptable to speculate about the wider implications of your work, but you must clearly state what you think can, and cannot, be supported directly by your data. 

Section 6 Limitations: (if required)

You should: Openly and honestly review any weaknesses or alternative interpretations of your research and (if appropriate) mention possible future experiments/investigations.

You should not: Ignore or cover up weaknesses and alternative interpretations.

Section 7: Conclusion 

You should: Provide one (or more) succinct conclusions that can be drawn from your data. 

You should not: State conclusions not supported by your data.

References:
List your references in alphabetical order in Harvard Style 
