Social Sciences Essay Marking Scheme, September 2025 
	Criterion

Grade
	Knowledge of relevant materials and evidence of reading

(25)
	Presentation and structure

(20)
	Argument and response to question

(20)
	Understanding of issues/Application

(25)
	Referencing

and conforming to instructions

(10)

	A1
80-100%
	As for A2 along with demonstration of comprehensive understanding of the topic; evidence of a significant amount of outside reading. 
	As for A2 along with exceptionally clear and concise language used in creating coherent arguments; Logically structured. 
	As for A2 along with the synthesis of a broad range of relevant material; clearly shows evidence of original thought.
	As for A2 along with demonstration of strong critical evaluation of material.
	As for A2. Perhaps can reference more unusual sources (e.g. translations and reprints correctly).

	A2
75-79%
	Breadth and depth of reading and understanding of relevant arguments and issues; Perhaps some areas covered in depth and awareness of provisional nature of knowledge. Uses appropriate terminology consistently.
	Clarity of argument and expression; Has defined objectives in detail in the introduction and addressed them comprehensively; Analytical and clear conclusions well grounded in literature; Good structure and use of paragraph so argument flows coherently and clearly; Fluent writing style appropriate to type of assignment; Grammar and spelling consistently accurate.
	Shows an ability to synthesise a good range of material and addresses all parts of the assignment topic; Perhaps shows unique or imaginative insights.


	Depth of insight into theoretical issues and/or application to practice; Evidence of critical evaluation.

	Uses APA referencing system correctly and consistently.
Work has been submitted within time boundaries and within prescribed parameters (e.g. word length).



	A3

70-74%
	Breadth and depth of reading and understanding of relevant arguments and issues. Uses appropriate terminology consistently.
	Well structured with meaning clearly conveyed. Defines objectives well in the introduction and addresses them throughout the assignment. Logical structure with clear paragraphs. Clear conclusions grounded in the literature. Fluent writing style. Grammar and spelling accurate.
	Shows an ability to synthesise a range of material. Addresses most parts of the assignment though minor gaps may be evident.
	Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of concepts and theories. Some evaluation evident but not as well-developed as A2.
	Uses APA referencing system correctly though minor errors may be evident. Work is submitted in the format asked on time and is the prescribed length.

	B1
65-69%
	Draws on a range of sources; Good knowledge of topic and use of appropriate terminology.
	Has defined objectives and addressed them through the work; Good summary of arguments based in theory/

literature. Well-structured with clear paragraphs allowing argument to be followed. Language fluent.
Grammar and spelling accurate.
	Generally accurate and well-informed answer to the question that is reasonably comprehensive; Creates an argument that shows evidence of having reflected on the topic.


	Demonstrates good understanding of and the ability to work with theoretical material effectively and/or shows evidence of application but is not comprehensive.
	Referencing is mainly accurate.Work is submitted in the format asked on time and is the prescribed length.


	B2

60-64%
	Uses a reasonable range of source material. Knowledge of topic is evident and appropriate terminology used.
	Has defined objectives in the introduction and mainly addresses them throughout the work. Paragraphs mainly each contain a central idea. Language is mainly fluent. Grammar and spelling accurate.
	Generally accurate and well-informed answer to the question. 
	Demonstrates the ability to address theoretical
material and/or shows evidence of application but is not consistent.
	Referencing is mainly accurate; Work is submitted in the format asked on time and is the prescribed length.

	B3

55-59%
	Uses a limited range of relevant source material; Reasonable knowledge of topic, though gaps are evident; Mainly uses appropriate terminology.
	Has outlined objectives and addressed them at the end of the work; Some evidence of conclusions grounded in theory/literature; Paragraphs not as well structured as B2.
Language mainly fluent; Grammar and spelling mainly accurate.
	Addresses main issues of assignment topic without necessarily covering all aspects.  Develops and communicates a basic logical argument with some use of appropriate supporting examples and
evidence.


	Demonstrates some understanding of theoretical material attempts to use this to address the title/question and/or shows evidence of application.
	Referencing is mainly accurate; Work does not deviate significantly from prescribed length. May not be in the prescribed format. 


	C1

50-54%


	Limited range of relevant and appropriate source material used. Some knowledge of topic though large gaps are evident. Uses appropriate terminology.
	Objectives of the assignment mentioned in a limited way. Some evidence of conclusions grounded in theory/literature; Structure not consistently clear; Language mainly fluent; Grammar and spelling mainly accurate.
	Shows familiarity with topic but only addresses some aspects of the assignment topic. Some use of appropriate examples and evidence. Argument may not be clearly expressed.
	Refers to theoretical material accurately but does not show understanding and application of this. Limited analytical and interpretive skills.
	Material is referenced but format is not consistent. Work does not deviate significantly from prescribed length. May not be in the prescribed format.

	C2

45-49%
	Limited range of relevant and appropriate source material used. Very basic knowledge of topic evident. Uses some appropriate terminology.
	Has provided generalised objectives and focused the work on the topic area rather than on the specific question/title; Limited evidence of conclusions supported by theory/literature. Meaning apparent but language is not always fluent. Paragraphs not well-structured.

	Shows a basic familiarity with the topic and may address one issue. No clear argument evident but some use of appropriate examples/evidence.

	Limited analytical and interpretive skills; mentions theory but gaps evident and perhaps misunderstanding. Limited evidence of application.

	Some material referenced but not consistently and not in the correct format. Maybe over or under the word length and not submitted in the prescribed format.


	C3

Pass

40-44%
	Shows only sparse coverage of relevant and appropriate material and/or contains some errors and omissions. Limited knowledge of topic but some use of appropriate terminology. Over-dependence on source material.
	Focused on the topic area though objectives are not given in the introduction.
Limited evidence of conclusions supported by theory/literature; Meaning apparent but language not always fluent; Paragraphs not consistently clear; Grammar and/or spelling contain errors.
	Shows some sign of understanding of the question set, though not necessarily sustained; Fails to support arguments with adequate relevant evidence.


	Demonstrates a basic ability to address theoretical material and/or shows limited evidence of application.
	Some material referenced but not consistently and not in the correct format. May be over or under the word length and not submitted in the prescribed format.


	D
35-39% -
	Contains little relevant and/or appropriate material or contains errors and omissions;

Lacks evidence of knowledge relevant to the topic and/or misuses terminology; Perhaps some evidence of plagiarism.
	No information provided regarding objectives of assignment in the introduction. Unsubstantiated/invalid conclusions based on anecdote and generalisation only, or no conclusions at all; Paragraphs not used. Meaning unclear and/or grammar and/or spelling contain frequent errors.
	Only briefly acknowledge the question/title. Some attempt evident at creating an argument but does not address the title/question. Argument is unclear and not supported with evidence.
	Demonstrates a little understanding of theoretical material and/or lacks application.
	Referencing is unsystematic and deviates significantly from the required parameters. May be over or under the word length and not submitted in the prescribed format.


	F

Less than 34%
	Contains very little appropriate material or contains numerous errors and omissions; Lacks evidence of knowledge relevant to the topic and/or significantly misuses terminology. Is plagiarised. 

	Objectives of the assignment are absent. Meaning is unclear due to writing style, structure and grammatical errors.
	Only briefly acknowledges the question/title if at all; Lacks any real argument or argument is illogical and incoherent.  
	Demonstrates a lack of understanding of theoretical material and/or lacks application. May have significant misunderstanding and errors.
	Referencing is mainly absent.


